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Topics we will discuss

AGENDA 2

• What is Financial Aid?

• How do you apply for financial aid?

• Cost of Attendance (COA)

• Expected Family Contribution or Student Aid Index (SAI)

• How Financial Aid works at Woodbury University

• Grants, Scholarships, Loans

• How to contact us



What is Financial Aid?
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Financial Aid is one or a combination of the following:

• Federal Pell Grant 

• FAFSA (studentaid.gov)

• California State Grants 

• Cal Grant (csac.ca.gov)

• Institutional Scholarships 

• Woodbury University Merit Scholarship

• WU Matching Grant (eligibility determined based on federal and state aid)

• Federal or Private Loans

• Federal Work Study

• Awarded by request only, and on a first come, first serve basis

•  FAFSA is used to evaluate eligibility for work study



How do you apply for Financial Aid
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FAFSA and Dream Act Application 

• 2026-2027 FAFSA and Dream Act Applications are available to complete NOW

• Must be completed every year

• Uses Income and Tax information from 2024

• Priority Deadline is March 2, 2026 



Cost of Attendance
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Cost of Attendance (COA)

Indirect Costs + Direct Costs

Includes tuition, fees, housing, meals, 

books and supplies, transportation, 

and personal expenses

Student Aid Index (SAI)

Determined by data 

submitted on FAFSA 

form

Financial Need

Your SAI is 

subtracted from the 

COA



What is a Student Aid Index (SAI)
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• Calculated using data from FAFSA

• SAI is used to determine eligibility for Federal Aid

• Two components:

• Parent contribution 

• Student contribution 



How to read your offer letter - COA
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DIRECT COSTS INDIRECT COSTS



How to read your award letter - Awards
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Merit Scholarship WU Matching Grant

Student Loans Parent Loan

Awarded based on a 
student’s high school 

GPA (or college GPA for 
transfer students).

10% match of all 
Federal and State Aid

Based on Department of 
Education regulations

Credit based loan 



9

Merit Scholarships
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Additional Scholarships

• Outside scholarships help bring down the student’s out of pocket cost

• All scholarships must be reported to the school and may impact the 

student’s eligibility for need based loans

• Scholarship Search Engine: 

https://library.woodbury.edu/grants_scholarships
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DIRECT SUBSIDIZED LOANS: 

• need-based loans available to undergraduate students

• The U.S. Department of Education pays the interest on the loan while you are enrolled at least half-time (6 units), as well as during grace 

and deferment periods. 

DIRECT UNSUBSIDIZED LOANS:

• non-need-based loans available to both undergraduate and graduate students. 

• The interest on this loan begins to accrue immediately upon disbursement. 

BASIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS  To borrow direct loan funds, you must meet the following minimum criteria:

• Be a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen. 

• Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a degree program at least half-time. 

• Maintain satisfactory academic progress (completing coursework toward your degree). 

• You cannot be in default on any federal education loans. 

• You cannot owe an overpayment on a federal education grant. 

Direct Federal Student Loans
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Federal Parent Plus Loan

• Eligibility Requirements:

• Parent and Student must be U.S Citizens or eligible non-citizens

• Must not have an adverse credit history

• Must not be in default or owe an overpayment on any federal education loans/grant.

• Loan Repayment 

• Parents can choose to defer repayment while you or the student (in the case of the Parent Loan) are enrolled at 

least half-time and for an additional 6 months after you graduate or drop below half-time

• If you defer your loan payments, interest will continue to accrue during this time. You may choose to pay it or let 

it capitalize

PLUS Loans & Payment Plans 

Monthly Payment Plan 

• Payment Plan option is up to 5 months per term (10 payments per year)

• Can set up ACH or Credit Card auto payments monthly on the 15th 



Paying Your Bill – Timeline 
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• Your Student Account will be billed in early July for the Fall term for tuition and fees, and any room and 

meal costs if you’re on campus

• Charged per semester (Spring will be billed in late November)

• Anticipated aid will show as pending on your student account in Self Service pending the completion 

of any additional documents (loan paperwork, verification, citizenship, etc)

• Payment arrangements must be made by August 14th 

• Plan for out of pocket expenses at the start of each term (books & supplies)

• Waive out of health insurance if applicable*

*you must be covered through another plan and obtain approval from insurance company after completing the online waiver. 



Re-Apply for Financial Aid
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• Complete the FAFSA every year!

• https://studentaid.gov 

• Application opens October (or December) every year

• Complete and finalize your documents on your student portal every year! 



Location: Miller Hall

Call us at 818.252.5273

Email us at: financial.aid@woodbury.edu
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Questions?

Nury Karina Balam

Financial Aid Counselor

Students with last names beginning with A - K

nury.balam@woodbury.edu 

Marina Saakyan

Financial Aid Counselor

Students with last names beginning with L - Z

Marina.saakyan@woodbury.edu

Oscar Jones

Director of Financial Aid

oscar.jones@woodbury.edu

Christina Samsonyan

Financial Aid Assistant

christina.samsonyan1@woodbury.edu

818.252.5275
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Thank You!
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