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Elizabeth Golden is an Assistant Professor in the
Department of Architecture at the University of
Washington. She received her B.Arch from the
University of Arkansas and an MS in Advanced
Architectural Design from Columbia University,
GSAPP. She is a registered architect in the states
of New York and Washington, and is also licensed
with the Berlin Chamber of Architects in Germany.
She has over a decade of professional experience
gained while working with internationally recognized
firms in Rome, New York, and Berlin— most
notably with Renzo Piano / Christoph Kohlbecker
GmbH. In 2013, she co-founded united design, an
architectural practice currently active on projects
serving communities in Afghanistan and Niger.
Niamey 2000, united design’s proposal for urban
housing in Niger’s capital, was recognized by the
AlA Seattle with an Award of Merit in 2016.

As project architect, Ms. Golden coordinated the
design and construction of the Gohar Khatoon Girls’
School, the largest school for girls in Afghanistan.
The project was a collaborative venture between
the aid organization Sahar, the Balkh Province
Ministry of Education, the late architect Robert Hull,
and students at the University of Washington. The
school has been featured by Architectural Record,
Architectural Review, and the BBC World Service.

Ms. Golden’s teaching activities concentrate on
design, materials, and building technology, with
an emphasis on sustainable systems. She teaches
studios in both the undergraduate and graduate
programs, in addition to offering graduate level
seminars: Integrated Building Systems, Traditional
Building Methods: New Adaptations, and Case
Studies in Contemporary Architectural Practice.
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Bamboo Workshop. Ms. Golden’s research focuses
on the relationship between high performance and
‘low’ technology. Currently she is documenting

the relevance and use of traditional materials and
methods in contemporary architectural practice
and their influence on local and global development
(Routledge, 2017). Prior to joining the faculty at

the University of Washington, Ms. Golden taught

at the Hammons School of Architecture at Drury
University and at California Polytechnic State
University in San Luis Obispo.
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