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“Dr. Kenneth Nielsen is leaving a record of outstanding achievement reflecting continuous success in the areas of fundraising 

and increased student enrollment during his 16 year term serving as president of Woodbury University. His primary legacy is 

leaving the university in far better financial condition than when he arrived, while enhancing the overall image of the institution 

to the community at large.”  
 
Gary Olson, CEO/President,  
Burbank Chamber of Commerce 

“Under Ken’s leadership, and through the excellent work of the senior  

executives, faculty and staff, Woodbury University has become a bright  

light among educational institutions in the region.”
 
Pegi Matsuda ’07, Trustee

“I was a trustee before Ken and Rose arrived. 

So, I know the before. President Nielsen’s  

accomplishments for Woodbury (aided by his 

indefatigable wife, Rose) border on the  

miraculous!” 
 
Russell L. Hanlin, Trustee

 School of Architecture-San Diego

“Ken, you are a fantastic Woodbury University president and nothing in the life of that institution was  

comparable to what’s happened since your arrival.  I wanted to tell you!  The auspices themselves are fabulous 

and imposing but so is the curriculum – all those educational possibilities never existed before your aegis.”
 
Helen Gurley Brown ‘41
Noted Woodbury Alumna and an American Pop Culture Icon

“Ken and his executive leadership team have brought  

Woodbury to new heights and I am proud to have  

supported these efforts in my capacity as a trustee,  

donor, and alumnus.”
 
Leonis Malburg ‘49, Trustee Emeritus 

“Over the past 16 years,  

Ken Nielsen has created an 

outstanding academic  

experience for students and 

propelled Woodbury to new 

heights of achievement.  

His energy and vision will  

be missed.”
 
George Isaacs ’52,  
Pop Whitten Society and  
President’s Executive  
Council  

Design Center

“I have been associated with Woodbury as an educator or trustee 

since 1962. Ever since Ken Nielsen joined the university family 

many years ago it has been exciting for me to experience with 

enormous pride Ken’s compassion, focus, talent, and vision lift the 

institution to new levels of impact, relevancy, and respect.” 
 
Carl Terzian, Trustee
  


